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Limited and Unlimited Government: 
 

43. Limited Government – power and authority in the hands of the government, citizen have 
individual rights, can participate in the government 

44. Unlimited Government – power is completely in the hands of the monarch (king or 
queen), no rights for the citizens, and no government participation 

45. Absolute monarchs would be classified as unlimited government 
46. Divine Right – power to rule comes from God 
47. Constitutional monarchy is the power of the monarch is limited by law 
48. Separation of powers is the division of power among the various branches of 

government 
49. After the Age of Exploration, new ideas and research in science and math began to 

emerge 
 
Scientific Revolution: 

50. Challenged what people had believed before 
51. Scientists began to question ancient theories and the teachings of the Roman Catholic 

Church 
52. Scientists began to use reason instead of placing their beliefs in faith – demanding proof 
53. Copernicus: Heliocentric Theory – sun centered universe; questioned Ptolemy’s 

Geocentric Theory 
54. Galileo: offered support for heliocentric theory with laws of motion; observed space with 

a telescope he invented; based on his experiments concerning motion and his 
observation of space; challenged the beliefs of the Catholic Church 

55. Sir Isaac Newton: discovered the laws of gravity – challenged old theories; used the new 
scientific method to prove his theories 

56. Scientific Method: Testing theories by questioning, research, hypothesis, 
experimentation, analysis, and conclusion 

 
Absolute Monarchs: 

57. Absolutism was the basis of most govt. in Europe 
58. Most govt. were absolute monarchies based on divine right 
59. All citizens were expected to accept all decisions of the ruler 
60. The political view of the Enlightenment presented a differing view: challenged absolutism 

in favor of developing limited govt. options 
61. Challenged: State of Nature was a positive condition of human existence – used by 

philosophers to explain the process by which political ideas were formed; Social Contract 
Theory was the idea that govt. was created as an agreement between social groups 

62. English Civil War – struggle between powers of the people and the king 
63. Magna Carta – 1215, established the ideas of limited government 



 
Glorious Revolution and English Civil War: 

64. Parliament began making demands to King Charles I: challenged divine right and began 
making laws to limit the power of the monarch 

65. New Model Army: claimed victories over the Royalists; 1649 – Charles tried for abuses 
of power 

66. Result of the English Civil War – major event that challenged absolute monarchs and 
roved that Locke’s ideas were correct 

67. Glorious Revolution – transition of power between Charles II and William and Mary 
68. William and Mary signed the English Bill of Rights in 1689: promoted a limited govt. in 

England; monarchs shared power by allowing Parliament to make laws and insure the 
protection of individual rights; foundation for the principles of limited govt. 

 
Enlightenment: 

69. Both were inspired by the ideas of the Enlightenment – especially John Locke  
70. Both, French and American Revolutions, used the Enlightenment ideas to establish their 

forms of limited governments 
71. Declaration of Independence: Jefferson was influenced by Locke and his life, liberty, and 

property (changed to happiness) and the right to alter the govt. if it is not protecting the 
citizen 

72. The Enlightenment philosophers gave the Americans and the French their own ideas for 
govt. and to start a revolution of their own 

73. Locke: life, liberty, property; protect the rights; if govt. fails, then overthrow it and create a 
new one 

74. Montesquieu, Rousseau, and Voltaire: representative democracies – citizens choose 
their reps; separation of powers; and a three branch system of govt. 

75. Framework for the operation of the branches of govt. 
76. Citizens’ rights/responsibility to elect representatives 
77. Establishing relationship between national and state govt. 
78. Shared powers – federalism 
79. Common good – majority rule by general will 
80. Types of Constitutions: Unwritten – collection of traditions, precedents, laws, and 

documents; Written – US has the first written constitution, helped set the foundation for 
what a national constitution should be 

 
 
 


